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NDA warns
public on
antibiotic
injection

BY EMMANUEL AINEBYOONA
eainebyoona@ug nationmedia.com

KAMPALA, The National Drug Au-
thority (NDA) has issued an alert on
the use of gentamycin injection, an
anti-biotic that has registered severe
Side effects among patients. k

The antibiotic is used to treat seri-
ous bacterial infections.

While addressing journalists yes-
terday at the NDA headquarters, the
acting director of product safety, Ms
Victoria Nambasa, said the authority
hadreceived several complaints from
patients.

“Whereas these sides are docu-
mented as rare side effects following
gentamyein injection, NDA has reg-
istered an increase in the frequency
and severity of these reactions,” Ms
Nambasa said. ;

She said the side effects include;
immediate severe headaches, dizzi-
ness, blurred vision, fainting, rashand

itching.

“ It is a specific batch
that raised complaints
that we have withdrawn.
We could not recall the entire
gentamycin because jtisan

essential antibiotic,” VICTORIA NAMBASA,
ACTING DIRECTOR OF PRODUCT SAFETY

Currently, Ms Nambasa said inves-
tigations are underway to assess the
reported cases. :

The drugs’ authority hasalso asked
health workers to use the praduct as
per the prescriptions on the product
label. 3 5

“Monitor pafients using gentamy-
cin for possible serious adverse ef-
fects and report to NDA any adverse
reactions that occur when patients
are using the product,” Ms Nambasa
added. -

She said a few batches of the prod-
uct that caused severe side effects
have ‘since been recalled, asserting
that the product will continue to be
used. !

Meanwhile, the NDA executive sec-
- retary, Ms Donna Kusemererwa, said

the authority will start giving finan-
cial rewards to whistleblowers who
submit evidence on fake and substan-
dard drugs on the market.

“We are working on a policy to re-
ward the whistle blowers and hope-
fully we shall start doing soin the next
financial year, We shall reward those
who raise safety issues identified
in the products,” Ms Kusemererwa
said.
She said a draft policy on how the
incentive will work is awaiting discus-
sion and approval by the NDA board
chaired by Dr Medard Bitekyerezo.

Ms Kusemerewa said they would
also crack down on hawkers dealing
in herbal medicines which are not ap-
proved and registered by NDA.

She also asked broadcast media
houses to always ask for aletter of au-
thorisation from people selling herb-
als before they are advertised.
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